
	

 

 

 

Senate Competition Committee (SAW) 

(last updated: April 29, 2024) 

 

 

The Senate Competition Committee (SAW) prepares reasoned opinions on the 

applications in the Leibniz Competition procedure and forwards its recommendations to 

the Senate of the Leibniz Association for a decision on funding. The senators, the 

external scientists and (except for resolutions concerning funding recommendations) 

the spokespersons of the Sections are entitled to vote. For the election of the external 

scientists, the Executive Board supplies the Senate with a list of candidates (ranked, 

where appropriate) on the basis of the proposals from the Sections and the Executive 

Board members. 

 

Chair and deputy 

 

Prof. Dr. Matthias Beller, Vice President of the Leibniz Association, 

Leibniz Institute for Catalysis e.V., Rostock  

deputy: Prof. Dr. Barbara Sturm, Vice President of the Leibniz 

Association, Leibniz Institute for Agricultural Engineering and 

Bioeconomy, Potsdam 

 

Senators 

 

Prof. Dr. Ursula Gaedke, University of Potsdam, Institute for Biochemistry 

and Biology 

deputy: Prof. Dr. Matthias Scheffler, Fritz Haber Institute of the Max 

Planck Society 

Prof. Dr. Alexandra M. Freund, University of Zurich, Department of 

Psychology 

deputy: Prof. Dr. Sandra Richter, Deutsche Schillergesellschaft e.V., 

Deutsches Literaturarchiv Marbach 

 

External scientists 

 

Prof. Dr. Thomas Böttcher, University of Vienna, Institute of Biological 

Chemistry and Department for Microbiology and Environmental Systems 

Science 

Prof. Dr. Christian Bogdan, Universitätsklinikum Erlangen, Institute of 

Microbiology – Clinical Microbiology, Immunology and Hygiene 

Prof. Miriam Butt, Ph.D., University of Konstanz, Department of 

Linguistics 

Prof. Dr. Ute Daniel, Technische Universität Braunschweig, Institute of 

History 

Prof. Dr. Valeriya Dinger, Osnabrück University, School of Business 

Administration and Economics 
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Prof. Dr. Monika Eigmüller, Europa-Universität Flensburg, Seminar für 

Soziologie 

Prof. Dr. Klaus Gestwa, University of Tübingen, Institute for Eastern 

European History and Area Studies 

Prof. Dr. Andreas Greiner, University of Bayreuth, Macromolecular 

Chemistry  

Prof. Dr. Elmar Kulke, Humboldt University, Economic geography 

Prof. Dr. Ingrid Mertig, University of Halle, Institute of Physics 

Prof. Dr. Natascha Oppelt, Kiel University, Institute of Geography 

Prof. Dr. Eckhard Quandt, Christian-Albrechts-University Kiel, 

Department of Material Science 

Prof. Dr. Erhard Rahm, Leipzig University, Institute of Computer Science 

Prof. Dr. Michaela Riediger, University of Jena, Institute of Psychology 

Prof. Dr. Sabine Rohrmann, University of Zurich, Epidemiology, 

Biostatistics and Prevention Institute 

Prof. Constance Scharff, Ph.D., Freie Universität Berlin, Institute of 

Biology 

Prof. Dr. Thomas Scholten, University of Tübingen, Department of 

Geosciences 

Prof. Dr. Josef Settele, Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research – 

UFZ, Department of Conservation Biology & Social-Ecological Systems 

Prof. Dr. Anne Spang, University of Basel, Biozentrum 

Prof. Dr. Felicitas Thiel, Freie Universität Berlin, Department of Education 

and Psychology 

Prof. Dr. Stefan Trautmann, Heidelberg University, Alfred Weber Institute for 
Economics 
Prof. Dr. Robert F. Wimmer-Schweingruber, Kiel University, Department 

for Extraterrestrial Physics 

 

Spokespersons of the Leibniz Association´s Sections  

 

Prof. Dr. Henning Lobin, Section A, Leibniz Institute for the German 

Language, Mannheim 

deputy: Prof. Dr. Cordula Artelt, Leibniz Institute for Educational 

Trajectories, Bamberg 

Prof. Dr. Christof Wolf, Section B, GESIS – Leibniz Institute for the Social 

Sciences, Mannheim 

deputy: Prof. Dr. Clemens Fuest, ifo Institut Leibniz-Institut für 

Wirtschaftsforschung an der Universität München e.V., München 

Prof. Dr. Jörg Overmann, Section C, Leibniz-Institute DSMZ–German 

Collection of Microorganisms and Cell Cultures, Braunschweig 

deputy: Prof. Dr. Veronika Somoza, Leibniz-Institute for Food Systems 

Biology at the Technical University of Munich, Freising 

Prof. Dr. Albert Sickmann, Section D, Leibniz-Institut für Analytische 

Wissenschaften – ISAS, Dortmund 

deputy: Prof. Dr. Thomas Schröder, Leibniz-Institut für 

Kristallzüchtung (IKZ) im Forschungsverbund Berlin e.V., Berlin 
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Prof. Dr. Frank A. Ewert, Section E, Leibniz Centre for Agricultural 

Landscape Research, Müncheberg 

deputy: Prof. Dr. Andreas Macke, Leibniz Institute for Tropospheric 

Research, Leipzig 

 

Vice Presidents of the Leibniz Association 

 

Stephan Junker, Museum für Naturkunde - Leibniz Institute for Evolution 

and Biodiversity Science, Berlin 

Prof. Dr. Sebastian Lentz, Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography, 

Leipzig 

  

 

Secretary General of the Leibniz Association 

 

Dr. Bettina Böhm, Secretary General of the Leibniz Association 

 

Representatives from the headquarters of the Joint Science Conference (GWK), the 

German Council of Science and Humanities (WR) and the German Research Foundation 

(DFG) 

 

Inga Schäfer, Secretary General of the Joint Science Conference 

Dr. Rainer Lange, Head of Research Department, Head office of the 

German Science and Humanities Council 

Dr. Ulrike Eickhoff, Head of Coordinated Programmes and Infrastructure 

Department, Head Office of the German Research Foundation 

 

Representatives of the Länder and one representative of the federal government 

 

Dr. Johannes Eberle, Bavarian State Ministry for Science and Art 

Rüdiger Eichel, Lower Saxony Ministry for Science and Culture 

Dr. Michael Lehmann, Saxony-Anhalt Ministry of Economy, Science and 

Digitalisation  

deputy:  

Dr. Babett Gläser, Saxon State Ministry for Science, Culture and Tourism 

Woldemar Venohr, Ministry of Science, Culture, Federal and European 

Affairs of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 

 

Frank Reifers, Federal Ministry of Education and Research, Bonn 

deputy: Dr. Volker Wiesenthal, Federal Ministry of Education and 

Research, Bonn 

 


